How Ecosystems Change:
Ecological Succession
ECOSYSTEMS CHANGE!!!! 
· Changes in ecosystems can __________________________________________________________________
· Changes in ecosystems may take ______________________________________________________________
· Changes in ecosystems happen _______________________________________________________________

Definition:



Primary Succession
· Begins in a place without any soil 
· 
· 
· 
· Starts with the arrival of living things such as ____________________ that do not need 
_____________________________________________________.
· Called _______________________________________________________

Primary Succession
· _____________starts to form as ________________and the forces of ___________________and 
____________________help break down ___________________into smaller pieces
· When lichens die, they ______________________, adding small amounts of __________________________ 
to the ___________________________________________________________

Primary Succession
· Simple plants like _____________________________________________________can grow in the new soil 
Primary Succession
· The simple plants die, adding more ______________________________________________________
· The soil layer ______________________, and ________________________________________________ 
______________________begin to take over 

Primary Succession
· These plants die, and they add more ___________________________________________________________
· _______________________and ___________________can survive now

Primary Succession
· ______________________________________________________________________have begun to move in
· What was once bare rock now supports a _____________________________________________

Secondary Succession
· Begins in a place that __________________________________________________ and was once the home 
________________________________________________________
· Occurs faster and has different pioneer species than primary succession 
· Example:  after forest fires

Fire and Secondary Succession 
· _________________________________________ caused by ________________________are a necessary 
part of_________________________________________  in some communities. 
· Minor forest fires remove __________________________________________________________that would 
otherwise contribute to _____________________________________________________________________
· Some______________________________________also depend on _________________________________ 
because they feed on the _________________________that sprouts after a ___________________________
__________________________________________________

Old-field Succession 
· ____________________________________________________ is a type of ___________________________ 
succession that occurs when ________________________________________________________
· When a farmer stops _______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
· Over time, __________________________________, such as ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________take over the area.

Climax Community
· ______________________________________________________that is the end result of the succession process
· Does not always mean __________________________________
· __________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________

